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GREECE

Context
Students: Greece performs below the OECD average in mathematics, reading and

science in PISA 2012 and has achieved improvements in mathematics across PISA

cycles, while science and reading performances remain unchanged. The impact on PISA

performance of students’ socio-economic backgrounds is comparable to the average of

OECD countries. Some system-level policies may help increase levels of equity: early

childhood education usually starts at age 4 (although with low enrolment rate);

education is compulsory between ages 5 and 14-15; grade repetition is low; school

choice is limited; and tracking is delayed until age 15. Attainment rates in upper

secondary education are around the OECD average, and enrolment rates in upper

secondary VET education are below average. In a context of high unemployment rates,

which have more than doubled since 2008 for 25-34 year-olds, Greece also struggles

with tertiary-level attainment rates that are below the OECD average.

Institutions: Autonomy over curriculum and assessment in Greek schools is below

the OECD average, with the lowest level among OECD countries, as there is little

flexibility within the compulsory curriculum at either primary or secondary levels.

There is also a below-average level of autonomy for allocation of resources such as

hiring and dismissal of teachers, which are almost exclusively decided by regional or

national education authorities. Lower secondary teachers are required to follow a pre-

service teacher training programme of four years including a mandatory teaching

practicum. Conditions for primary and secondary teachers include below-average class

sizes and teaching time in primary and secondary education. Teachers’ salaries are

below the OECD average and were significantly affected by the economic crisis.

Furthermore, evaluation and assessment are not well-developed in Greece. Until 2013,

there were no evaluation and assessment systems at primary and secondary levels.

System: Education in Greece is highly centralised: the main responsibilities in all

education sectors lie with the national Ministry of Education. In the context of

decentralisation reforms, the Regional Directors’ roles are reinforced to respond to local

system needs. Private expenditure on education concerns private schools, private

tutorial institutions and private instructors. At the tertiary level, the budget and the

financial reports of higher education institutions are approved by the Council of each

institution.
EDUCATION POLICY OUTLOOK 2015: MAKING REFORMS HAPPEN © OECD 2015234



12. EDUCATION POLICY COUNTRY SNAPSHOTS: GREECE

ere 100
htm for

utlook
able at

171699

rs’ 
ll-year 
5-64 
Key issues and goals
Students: Greece identified a need to support vulnerable social groups in compulsory

education and ensure more effective access to education for children with disabilities and

Special Educational Needs (SEN). It also reported that attention is required to strengthen

the role and effectiveness of VET and ensure quality and equity in higher education.

Institutions: Greece envisages improving the selection process, qualifications and

mobility for teachers. Other reported issues of prime interest include strengthening the

role of teachers, establishing rules for teachers’ merit in education, and ensuring quality

assessment in primary and secondary education.

System: In tertiary education, key issues reported include ensuring more

transparency in the admissions system and improving governance in a context of declining

budgets at all levels of education due to the economic crisis.

Figure 12.12. Selected indicators compared with the average: Greece

Note: For each indicator, the absolute performance is standardised (normalised) using a normative score ranging from 0 to 180, wh
was set at the average, taking into account all OECD countries with available data in each case. See www.oecd.org/edu/policyoutlook.
maximum and minimum value countries.
Source: The Greece Snapshot was produced combining information from the country’s response to the Education Policy O
Snapshot Survey received in December 2013 with OECD data. More information on the spider chart and sources is avail
www.oecd.org/edu/policyoutlook.htm.
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Selected policy responses
● Greece set up Zones of Educational Priority (ZEP) to improve access to education in

disadvantaged socio-economic areas by providing additional funding and human

resources to participating schools (Law on Development of Lifelong Learning, 2010).

● The In-Service Education and Training of Teachers (INSET, 2012) aims to provide training

opportunities for teachers in the implementation of new curricula in compulsory

education; teacher training methods to organise and implement Experimental Actions

and Projects; training for teachers specialised in ICT, drama, music, art or intercultural

education; induction of newly appointed and substitute teachers; and the general use of

ICT.

● The Law on Organisation and Operation of the Institute for Youth and Lifelong Learning

and of the National Organisation for the Certification of Qualifications and Vocational

Guidance and Other Provisions (2013) sets up the legal framework to give accreditation

for instructors and students in the field of non-formal education and informal learning.

● The Law on the Structure, Operation, Quality-Assurance of Studies and Internationalisation

of Higher Education Institutions (2011) introduces a time limit in the duration of studies

to increase graduation rates.

● A central Directorate of Economic Affairs in the Ministry of Education (Ministerial Decision

no.110101/H/22-08-2013) was established to explore the most effective and efficient use

of the budget allocated to education.

Spotlight: Promoting quality assurance in primary and secondary education

A main step towards creating a system for quality insurance in primary and secondary
schools is the establishment in 2013 of the Authority for Quality Assurance in Primary and
Secondary Education (ADIPPDE) for the evaluation of educational work. The ADIPPDE is
administratively autonomous and supervised by the Ministry of Education. Its missions
are to monitor, study and assess the implementation of education policy in primary and
secondary education; to evaluate the quality of the educational work of school and of other
education decentralised services; and to supervise appraisal for primary and secondary
education teachers.

Furthermore, the Institute of Educational Policy has been established, operating at the
system level to promote evaluation and monitoring of the education system (Law 3966/2011).
Evaluation and assessment in Greece are based on self-evaluation. Greek legislation sets
the development of the Evaluation of Education Practice (EEP) and determines the purpose,
stages, goals and supervision structure of EEP (Ministerial Decision 3 0972/G1/5-3-2013,
2013). Finally, the Decree on Teacher Appraisal identifies the bodies, procedure and criteria
for evaluation and promotion of teachers (Presidential Decree 152/2013, 2013).
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